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Another award for top-notch N-east chipper
A CHIPPER received a
gong for its conservation
efforts.

The Bay Fish and Chips in
Stonehaven won the Good
Catch Award at the National
Fish and Chip Awards in
London.

The award, which is sup-
ported by the Marine Con-
servation Society (MCS),
rewards fish and chip

shops that have made a
conscious effort to source
their produce responsibly.

Calum Richardson from
The Bay said: “We just do
what we believe in and think
this shows sustainability is
the winning route and the
only one for a long future.”

The Bay also won the over-
all Best Independent Take-
away Fish and Chip Shop

Award and regional award
for Scotland.

MCS fisheries officer
Samuel Stone, who was on
the judging panel for the
awards, said: “In The Bay
there are rotating LCD
s c r e e n s i n - s t o r e e v e n
showing you the boats that
caught your fish.

“You know a shop is
clearly doing a great job

with sustainable seafood
when even their customers
can explain to you who
the Marine Stewardship
Council and Marine Conser-
vation Society are.

“What makes this year’s
awards so important is that
t h e m o s t s u s t a i n a b l e
seafood also tastes great and
that the best chippies are
also the most sustainable.”

Group to examine health needs of £2bn town
NHS Grampian has said it is
working with developers to
review the medical needs
that could arise from a
proposed new town.

A scheme with 9,000 homes
and three schools is planned
for Chapelton of Elsick near
Newtonhill over the next
decade.

However, Aberdeen South
and North Kincardine MSP

Maureen Watt is concerned
about the impact it will have
on services provided at Kin-
cardine Community Hospi-
tal, at Stonehaven and at
Portlethen Medical Centre.

She has now received
an assurance that NHS
Grampian has been working
with the developers and that
a working group is being set
up to review needs as a

result of the £2 billion devel-
opment near Newtonhill.

“It is vital, should Chapel-
ton of Elsick proceed, that
any influx of new residents
does not impact on existing
medical provision,” Ms Watt
said.

NHS Grampian chief
executive Richard Carey
told Ms Watt that “NHS
Grampian has been involved

with this development from
its very early stages”.

He said the scheme has
been taken into account
within workforce and infras-
tructure plans.

Edith Criggie, Kincardine
and Mearns area manager, is
setting up a working group to
look at existing health
services and issues arising
from Chapelton of Elsick.

Lift home
in bus for
passenger
A PA S S E N G E R
w a s g i v e n
a personal ride
home in a 43-seater
bus – to avoid walk-
ing in the bitter
winter weather.

F i r s t A b e r d e e n
driver Paul MacLeod
radioed control room
chiefs to ask if he
could take the man
h o m e t o T o r r y ’ s
Balnagask Road.

Now he has been
nominated for a “super-

and he was incredibly
grateful.”

Paul, a driver for
more than 10 years,
was nominated for a
company Superstar
Award by one of his
supervisors and is in
the running for a
£100 prize.

F i r s t A b e r d e e n
d i r e c t o r D u n c a n
Cameron said: “Paul’s
actions last weekend
were typical of many
of our drivers.

“They deserve a
great deal of credit.”

The boss paid trib-
ute today to drivers,
and support staff and
customers. He said:
“Over the last couple
of weeks the team has
battled against some
horrific weather and
poor road conditions,
but, despite that, all
our buses have been
in service and we’ve
battled through.

“Few of our services
h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d
d e l a y s w h e n t h e
weather has been at its
worst. It can be frustrat-
ing, but our customers
have recognised there
is little anyone can do
about the weather and
have dealt with delays
in good spirit.”

dewen@ajl.co.uk

By David Ewen
chief reporter

He’d have
been

stranded
star” award for his good
Samaritan act.

The man had caught
the bus thinking the
service stopped near
his home but it termi-
nated at Guild Street,
a few miles away.

P a u l , 4 2 , f r o m
Mastrick, said: “It was
a freezing cold night.

“I knew there were
no further services to
Torry that evening so I
did what I think most
drivers would have
done and drove him
more or less to his
front door.

“I didn’t want to see
him stranded in town,

River’s top fishing spots advertised online
SOME of the best fishing spots
have been caught on film – to
promote one of Scotland’s
greatest rivers all around the
world.

The videos, shot to sell the Dee’s
most popular beats, were to be pre-
miered to mark the start of the angling
season.

Fisheries development officer Ken
Reid said: “I approached local estates
and seven of them agreed to have
them produced and we are all
delighted with the results.

“I haven’t seen any other river in the
UK use these mediums to promote
their angling tourism.”

Ken pitched his movie idea set on
the royal river to the people behind
the Fishing TV Channel.

He said: “I approached produc-
ers Rae Borras and Gareth Pur-
nell, who had never been involved
in beat promotional films and we
agreed to make some.

“The ghillies have done a
superb job in assisting with the
production of these films and
they demonstrate their talents
as great ambassadors for their
beat and river.”

Some of
the films
– made
last sum-
mer – have
already had
an air ing on
American web-
sites. Ken said:

“We have received bookings from
anglers from USA and Canada who
were attracted to Deeside as a result
of seeing these films.

“The idea was to utilise
more dynamic imagery
to help promote the
River Dee as a top
destination for global
anglers.”

D u r i n g f i l m i n g ,
ghillie Robert Harper
watched a guest land a
salmon while provid-

ing a guide to the
Lower Crathes

beat.
He said: “I

just saw the
video for
t h e f i r s t
time the
other day
and it’s

very good – very professionally done.
“We’re here to take the anglers out,

to give them a good experience – and
hopefully catch a salmon.”

Robert, 53, who is entering his
37th season, said the global reach of
the internet was opening up the River
Dee to anglers from around the
world.

He said: “In the past people would
come along and film but then they’d go
away and you’d never see it.”

While providing a guide to the Dess
beat, near Kincardine O’Neil, Eoin
Smith also watched an angler get
lucky and land a sea trout.

By David Ewen
chief reporter

Some of the
ghillies were

quite sceptical
He said: “It was like divine inter-

vention – normally when there’s a
camera there nothing happens, it’s
like the kiss of death.”

Eoin, 69, who has looked after the
stretch for five years, added: “My func-
tion was to provide a description of
the beat and the pools.

“It was a very long time to produce a
few minutes of film!”

Brian Sim was brought up near the
water at Crathes Castle and has
been in charge of the beat for
18 years.

Brian, 59, admitted to some reser-
vation about taking a starring role in

Little Blackhall
and Inchmarlo –
was to be screened

t o d a y a t
Potarch Hotel,
a few miles

west of Aboyne. A compilation is to be
promoted by national tourism agency
VisitScotland and will also be added
to the www.fishdee.co.uk website,
which already attracts 2.5 million hits
a year.

Ken said: “One day we hope to have
River Dee TV. The

catches in the
last three years
have been the

best in 30 years.”

dewen@ajl.co.uk

the film, but said he quickly fell into
the presenting job.

H e a d d e d : “ I d e s c r i b e d t h e
pools, the height of the water,
and how to fish it – it went very well.

“Some the ghillies were quite
sceptical about the filming.

“But once you see it all put
together it looks good.”

The collection of films –
including beats at Crathes
Castle, Lower Crathes, Glen
Tanar, Middle Blackhall, Dess
Estate and Kincardine, and

FAMILIAR: Some
of the popular fishing
spots from the video.

WHAT A WHOPPER!
Producer at Fishing
TV Rae Borras.

If you would like to advertise your hotel,
pub or restaurant in next week’s
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Lucy Hall
on 01224 343167
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or

Bob Gillon
on 01224 343154
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